Privileged, Limited-Use Advisory to Witnesses Providing Written Statements

(Date)

I, (Name)_____________________________, (Grade)__________,

(Organization)______________ do hereby make the following statement, having been advised that as a witness to this investigation, my testimony will be used solely for mishap prevention purposes.  This statement will not be made available to anyone other than Air Force officials responsible for the assembly and approval of this investigation’s report.  The only exceptions to this would be to act on an allegation of false testimony or investigative misconduct, or to comply with a valid court order on behalf of a defendant in a criminal trial.  This statement may not be used as evidence by the Government in punitive actions or adverse administrative actions, such as a Flying Evaluation Board, a determination of line of duty status or pecuniary liability, or elimination from military service.


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

THIS CONTAINS PRIVILEGED, LIMITED-USE SAFETY INFORMATION.  UNAUTHORIZED USE OR DISCLOSURE CAN SUBJECT YOU TO CRIMINAL PROSECUTION, TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT, CIVIL LIABILITY, OR OTHER ADVERSE ACTIONS.  SEE AFI 91-204, CHAPTER 2 FOR RESTRICTIONS.

PRIVILEGED WITNESS STATEMENT

(Date)__________

1.
I, (Name)__________________________________________, (Grade)______________,

(Organization) ________________________________________, have been advised by

(Name) _______________________________________________ of the following:

a.  This investigation is being conducted under the provisions of AFI 91-204 solely for the purpose of mishap prevention within the United States Air Force; to determine all factors relating to the mishap and to prevent recurrence.

b.  I have been promised confidentiality concerning this statement if I choose to have my statement remain confidential.

c.  If I elect to have my statement treated as confidential, this means it will not be distributed outside Air Force nor used as evidence to support any disciplinary action, adverse administrative action such as Flying Evaluation Board, determining line-of-duty status or pecuniary liability, or elimination from the Air Force.  The only exception to this would be to act on an allegation of false testimony given to the investigation board or investigative misconduct, or comply with a valid court order on behalf of the defense in a criminal trial.

d.  Non-confidential witness statements may be released to the public pursuant to a Freedom of Information Act request.  Only statements given under a promise of confidentiality are protected from release outside safety channels.

e.  Whether or not a statement is considered confidential, the chain of command will review the final mishap report, but the chain of command may only use the materials for safety and mishap prevention purposes.  When a statement is given under this promise of confidentiality, the chain of command will review the final mishap report, but this statement may only be used for mishap prevention.

2.  
I understand I am being interviewed as a witness in a mishap investigation and I acknowledge that a promise of confidentiality has been extended to me.  I further understand the effect of this promise.  I (do) (do not) desire my statement to be treated as confidential.

__________________________________________

(Signature)

__________________________________________

(Date)

3.  (To be completed after the witness has given a statement) I (still desire) (do not desire) to have my statement to remain confidential.

__________________________________________

(Signature)

__________________________________________

(Date)

(NOTE: This statement is for all aircraft, missile, space, or nuclear mishaps.  This format will also be used for those ground or explosives mishaps where HQ USAF/SE has approved privileged status according to paragraph 1.12.2.  This figure depicts the approved format and its content only.  Use 8-1/2 by 11-inch paper for inclusion in safety reports.)

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.

THIS CONTAINS PRIVILEGED SAFETY INFORMATION.  UNAUTHORIZED USE OR DISCLOSURE CAN SUBJECT YOU TO CRIMINAL PROSECUTION, TERMINATION OF EMPLOYMENT, CIVIL LIABILITY, OR OTHER ADVERSE ACTIONS.  SEE AFI 91-204, Chapter 2 FOR RESTRICTIONS.  DESTROY IN ACCORDANCE WITH AFMAN 37-139 WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED FOR MISHAP PREVENTION PURPOSES.
