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SAFETY CROSSTELL


In light of the recent mishap at another AF installation we here at the 632 AMSS, Elmendorf AFB in Alaska would like to share one of our techniques for operating Safety in an extreme artic environment.

For an average of seven months out of every year our daily operations take place in some of the most extreme and challenging weather on the planet. One of the many challenges is operating vehicles on the airfield on ice. To be more specific making sure our vehicles stay where they are parked, on ice.

Because of the severe environment using emergency brakes is not a viable option. The brakes may freeze and having the brake on is no guarantee the vehicle will not move. If the ice is smooth enough a strong wind can push a vehicle across the ice.

The standard wooden chocks are useless as well in these conditions. Plastic chocks tend to become brittle and shatter. We here at the 632 AMSS have another solution, the ICE CHOCK.

For around five years the 632 AMSS has been using ice chocks with outstanding success. These chocks are made of aluminum and have teeth to dig into the ice. They work tremendously. One of our own shops manufactures them for our fleet of about 63 vehicles, not including 10 AT forklifts.

We’ve attached some photos. If you would like more information about our ice chocks, design, cost, materials or anything. Please feel free to contact me.

TSgt Halsema

Chief of Safety, 632 AMSS

DSN (317) 552-5768

Comm.  (907) 552-5768

Fax. 552-4562

E-Mail: Russell.Halsema@Elmendorf.af.mil   
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Another Trail Blazing Innovation from the 632 AMSS

Where Safety IS the mission.

