POINT PAPER

ON

FIVE YEAR GROUND MISHAP TRENDS

-  On duty fatals:  five year trend is positive with rates declining, FY01 second lowest fatal numbers ever with four, historical performance shows GMV mishaps lead on-duty losses (Atch 1)

- On duty mishaps:  overall mishap rate reductions slowed in last few years but are persistently going down, FY97 had 1,522 reportable ground mishaps compared to under 1,300 in FY01

- Off duty fatals:  rates are going down over the long term but going up in the short term, determined to be a leveling trend in last five years (Atch 2)

     --  FY00 had high sports/recreation losses (14 of 50 deaths) and FY01 had high PMV related losses (50 of 55 deaths), (smaller losses result in greater fluctuations in subcategories) 

     --  Our young airmen continue to be a fatal reduction target but FY01 showed that the hazards of PMV use can hit our NCOs hard (23 of 55 deaths), 42% of deaths, 41% of population 
     -- 101 Critical Days of Summer campaign coming too late for increase in deaths in April and May in last four years (Atch 3)
-  Off duty injuries:  numbers rising with 1,526 in FY97 to over 1,600 in FY00 & 01

     -- Increase partly due to better Internet reporting system (Safety Automated System- SAS)

     -- Lowest Air Force injuries in FY99 with 1,441 injury mishaps recorded

- Vehicle Mishap Trends: (Atchs 4 & 5)
     -- Non seat belt use in serious crashes resulted in 4-times rate of death verses wearing,  and seat belts were verified not worn in 12 of 37 fatal crashes (32%) 

     -- Alcohol was a factor in 24% of vehicle deaths 

     -- 54% were single vehicle crashes in FY01,  22% caused by non-AF individuals, 20% were passengers, and 9% fell asleep at the wheel 
     -- Motorcycle mishaps showing slow increase, current AF motorcycle training dropped motorcycle mishaps by a 66% in early 1990s but hasn't made any further reductions since 
- Recommended Actions: 

     -- Driver Improvement:  All safety campaigns and vehicle training activities should include driver skill improvement and defensive driving techniques, skilled and responsible AF drivers is the goal

     -- Operational Risk Management & Compliance:  Our workforce must be exposed to a balanced campaign that equally expresses compliance to instructions and the evaluation/control of risks 

     --  Safety Role in a Successful Mission:  Workforce must know and believe that there accomplishment of taskings safely directly impacts successful mission accomplishment

MSgt Puttonen/AFSC/SEGO/263-1522/bap/16 Oct 01
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