Privileged Witness Statement

(Date)__________

1.  I, (Name of Witness)                                                         (Grade)               ,                            (Organization)                       have been advised by (Name of Investigator)                                                  of the following:


a.  This investigation is being conducted under the provisions of AFI 91-204 solely for the purpose of mishap prevention within the United States Air Force and to determine all factors relating to the mishap in order to prevent recurrence.

b.  I understand I am being interviewed as a witness in a safety investigation and I acknowledge that a promise of confidentiality has been extended to me if I choose to have this statement remain confidential.

c.  I understand that my confidential statement will not be made public outside Department of Defense safety channels, and it will only be used for safety purposes.  Additionally, my confidential statement will not be used as evidence to support any disciplinary action or any adverse administrative action such as Flying Evaluation Board, line-of-duty status determination, pecuniary liability determination, or elimination from the Air Force.  I understand, however, that my statement can be released pursuant to a valid court order on behalf of the defense in a criminal trial.  I further understand that if my statement contains false information, i.e., I lie, then my statement will no longer be considered confidential and can be used to support disciplinary and/or administrative actions against myself or others. 

d.  Non-confidential witness statements may be released to the public pursuant to a Freedom of Information Act request.  Only statements given under a promise of confidentiality are protected from release outside safety channels.  

e.  I understand that the chain of command will review the final mishap report, to include my confidential statement, but the chain of command may only use my statement for safety and mishap prevention purposes.

2. I understand the effect of this promise of confidentiality and I (do) (do not) desire my statement to be treated as confidential.

Witness Signature Block 

